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Analyze political text
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Semeval-2016 task 6: Detecting stance in tweets (Mohammad et al., 2016)



More than word choice…

● Selection of entities and events 

to present (Framing Theory; 

Entman, 1993)
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● Key: consider the global context 

of the given article

● Approach: compare articles 

from different media outlets that 

report the same story



BIGNEWS dataset

● BIGNEWS: 3.7M US political news articles from 11 news outlets 
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● BIGNEWSALIGN: 1M clusters of articles that report the same story
○ Aligned by text and entity similarities 



Continued pretraining objectives

● Ideology objective: Acquire ideology-informed 

representations
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Continued pretraining objectives
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● Story objective: Prevent model 

from relying on media specific 

shortcuts 



Continued pretraining objectives
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● Entity and sentiment focused 

MLM objective: Upsample 

entity and sentiment tokens  



Main results  

● Naive MLM training does not 

help on evaluated tasks

● Proposed objectives help
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Further analysis 

● POLITICS is especially good at

○ Long documents

○ Formal texts

○ Few-shot learning 

scenarios
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Code is available at https://github.com/launchnlp/POLITICS.

Dataset is available upon request. 
Pretrained POLITICS is available on Huggingface.

Codebase Dataset Huggingface

https://github.com/launchnlp/POLITICS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4hft2AHbuak8jHcltVec_2HviaBBVKXPN4OC-CuW4OFORsw/viewform
https://huggingface.co/launch/POLITICS

