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POLITICS: Pretraining with Same-story Article Comparison 
for Ideology Prediction and Stance Detection

BigNews

Results & Analysis

POLITICS

• BIGNEWS: 3.7M US political news articles from 11 news outlets

• BIGNEWSALIGN: 1M clusters of articles reporting the same story

• Ideology Objective: Compact articles with similar 

ideology and contrast articles with opposite ideology

• Story Objective: Ensure the model to focus on 

meaningful content instead of overly relying on shortcuts

• Entity and sentiment focused MLM objective

Background
• Ideology Prediction:

• Stance Detection:

Code: github.com/launchnlp/POLITICS

Contact: {yujianl, xlfzhang}@umich.edu

Same-story Article Comparison.

Subjective phrases:    

Objective events:   

Construction of the ideology and story objectives.

• POLITICS is especially good at

• Long documents

• Formal texts

• Few-shot learning scenarios

• Naive MLM training does not help on 

evaluated tasks

• POLITICS performs best across the board

• POLITICS achieves better generalizability


