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Interview Guide 

A. Background and History  

1. General Background Information

a. What year are you in school?


b. What is your major?


c. Have you taken CS at Tech before?



2. Do you consider yourself computer literate?



a. What does it mean to you to be computer literate?



3. Opinions towards Computer Science

a. What is Computer Science to you?




b. Does it seem fun?




c. Does Computer Science have any uses to you?




4. Did you have a computer in your house while you were growing up?

a. If yes, where was the computer located (which room)?

b. If no, did you have any access to a computer?

5. Is anyone in your family involved with CS as a career?

a. Who?

6. If you had computer questions, who did you ask about them – father, mother, brother, sister, friends, etc?

7. Were any CS classes offered at your high school?

a. If yes, did you take any?

i. If yes, which ones?


ii. If yes, did you enjoy them?

iii. If no, why not?

8. Do you play any computer or video games?  

a. If yes, which ones?  Why?  On a regular basis?

b. If no, why not?

9. Before coming to Tech, did you use the Internet?

a. If yes, what for?

b. If no, why not?

B.  Present experiences

10. Attitudes toward the Media Computation class

a. Are they enjoying the class?

b. Difficulty of assignments?

c. Are the lectures interesting?



d. Do you ever write programs/code outside of assignments? (to learn, study, etc)




e. Do you feel comfortable asking questions?  




i. Professor?



ii. TA?



iii. Coweb?  



iv. Others?



f. Do you feel comfortable posting on the coweb?  



i. Have you ever posted to the coweb?  (details?)



g. Has the class provided you any additional insight into computer science?






11. Do you see yourself as manipulating digital media in the future?

a. Do you think that there are programs that do the same things you’re doing in the class—programs that manipulate digital media?

b. What are the advantages and disadvantages of manipulating digital media with software you write versus applications software? 





c. Do you consider manipulating digital media…

i. with programs you write to be computer science?



ii. with applications software (i.e. Photoshop, etc) to be computer science?



12. Do you think you will use Computer Science in the future?

a. If yes, will it apply to your career?

b. If yes, will it apply to your home life?

c. If no, why not?

13. What applications do you use regularly?



a. In general, is there a way that you approach learning new computer programs?
 (i.e. do you use a manual, play around, etc.)




i. What’s the hardest program that you’ve ever learned, and how did you go about learning that program?  

b. On a related note, how did you go about learning JES?




i. How do you go about writing programs?  




ii. How has your approach changed from how you wrote your first program (if at all)?




14. Is there anything you’d like to let us know about the Media Computation course that was not addressed in this interview?





15. Would you be willing to participate in a second interview later in the semester?

a. Yes

b. No


16. Do you know any other females in the class that may be willing to participate in an interview?  Could you talk to her and give her my email address if she’s interested?



17. Big thank you!
