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Project Summary:
Use Alice to create pictures for a comic strip.  Use media computation to make the text balloons, comic panels, and comic strip.  
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Topics Covered:  
The topics covered include analysis and design, UML class diagrams, inheritance, abstract classes, abstract methods, overriding methods, and polymorphism.  
Alice Part:

Create your scene and position the objects in the scene.  Then take a picture of each scene and save it as a JPEG file.  The example in the ComicStrip class main method is using the snowLove.a2w example Alice world.  I played the movie and then used the Pause button to stop the movie.  I used the “Take Picture” button to save the image as a JPEG.  I saved the pictures in the media directory that I use for Media Computation (mediasources).

Media Computation Part:

I have provided classes for ComicStrip, ComicPanel, TextBalloon, Speech Balloon and ThoughtBalloon.  You could first have the students do an analysis of comic strips.  Ask each student to bring in a favorite comic strip and share it with the class.  Try to identify what they have in common.  Compare what they discuss with the classes I created.
Have students create their own example ComicPanel main methods and then have them create their own ComicStrip main methods.  You can create other types of text balloons such as whisper balloons or scream balloons by extending the TextBalloon class.
Additional Materials:

I have PowerPoint slides for the media computation part of this project.  I also have the images from the examples.  The ComicPanel main uses the picture MattJennyCorn.jpg.  The ComicStrip example uses panel1.jpg, panel2.jpg, panel3.jpg, and panel4.jpg.  

You will need the ComicStrip, ComicPanel, TextBalloon, SpeechBalloon, ThoughtBalloon, Picture, SimplePicture, and PictureFrame classes and the DigitalPicture interface from the bookClasses directory.  You can get the bookClasses zip from http://coweb.cc.gatech.edu/mediaComp-plan/101.  
